
                                                                        

Russia wants to use a forest bigger than India to offset carbon 
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Much of Russia’s Far East is so vast and remote that it’s mostly been left to the bears, wolves 
and rare breed of tiger that live there. Now the Kremlin wants to use it to convince the world that 
the country is doing its part to fight climate change. 
Russia, the world’s biggest energy exporter and one of its largest polluters, is creating a digital 
platform to collect satellite and drone data about the CO₂ absorption capacity of the region’s forests. 
The aim ostensibly is to monetize an area nearly twice the size of India by turning it into a 
marketplace for companies to offset their carbon footprint. 

The hope is that the plan will also deflect some of the criticism Moscow is getting over its 
unambitious climate efforts ahead of United Nations talks later this year. Russia has long 
argued that it should be granted more slack in climate talks for the sequestration potential 
of its forests, which hold an estimated 640 billion trees. But until now the huge taiga has 
been poorly managed, leading to record forest fires in the past two years as global warming 
has made summers hotter and dryer. 
“Russia has 20% of global forests, so the international community must be fair in that 
respect," Alexey Chekunkov, minister for the development of the Russian Far East and Arctic 
said in an interview. “We have the potential to turn them into a massive carbon capture 
hub." 
Under the system, companies would be able to lease sections of forest from the Russian 
government in order to invest in planting new trees and protecting what’s already there. If 
the data confirms that the investment has improved CO₂ absorption, the company could 
then create a carbon credit, which would be traded on a digital platform. 
Russia’s managed forests are estimated to have absorbed nearly 620 million tons of 
CO₂ equivalent in 2018, according to the nation’s latest data, enough to offset around 38% 
of national emissions. But carbon offsetting schemes have faced criticism from scientists 
who warn that, to avoid catastrophic global warming, greenhouse gas emissions need to be 
cut in half globally by the end of this decade, and to zero by 2050. Fern, a campaign group 
based in Brussels and the U.K., likened offsetting to “moving deckchairs while the Titanic 
sinks."It took Russia four years to ratify the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement in which 
countries agreed to cut emissions to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius or below 2 
degrees. 
It may be a particularly hard sell from Russia, which has the weakest climate target of any 
major economy and is planning a slight increase in emissions by 2030. Canada, which has 
the world’s third-largest forest area and an economy largely based on fossil fuel extraction, 
is also setting up a marketplace to trade carbon credits, but the system will run alongside 
efforts to achieve carbon neutrality by mid-century. 
“The lion’s share of Russia’s plan to cut emissions should be renewable energy, new 
technology and energy efficiency," said Alexey Kokorin, director of the Climate and Energy 
Program at WWF Russia. “Additionally, and with very strict criteria, would come forestry 
development." 
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